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Let me open this edition of The Sun by
extending my condolences to those
who have suffered losses in the Irbil car
bombing this week. We offer our best
wishes for a speedy recovery to those
who have been injured.

All should know that such acts will not
stop the lragi people from achieving
their goal of freedom. Our mission to
help them achieve that goal remains
undeterred, and we are determined to
bring the perpetrators of this crime to
justice.

We are watching with great interest the
process underway in Baghdad right
now of building a new government for
the Iragi Nation. This process began
with the creation of the Governing
Council and continues with their selec-
tion of a Cabinet of Ministers. The
process also includes a Preparatory
Committee that is laying the ground-
work for the establishment of a
Constitutional Convention. This body
will undertake the historic work of craft-
ing the foundation in law that will estab-
lish a free and democratic Iraq among
the community of nations. Iraqi people
- Kurds, Arabs, Turkomen, Assyrians,
from assorted religious backgrounds -
are undertaking all of this work.

Over the last few weeks, I've had the
pleasure of participating in open forums
attended by citizens of the lraqi
Kurdistan region. |'ve been asked dur-
ing those forums, and in subsequent
open letters, about granting to the peo-
ple of this region the authority to deter-
mine their own future. My answer has
always been the same: your destiny is
truly in your hands.

The steps being taken in Baghdad to
establish a government are testament
to the trust and responsibility that has
already been put into the hands of the
Iragi people to determine their future.
You have the power you've asked for
now. That power includes determining
the status of all regions of the country
and their relationship to the national
government. Your Constitution, written
by Iraqgis for Iragis, will document the
will of the Iragi people.

Be sure that your representatives know
your desires sc that your voice will echo
forward into the future of this democrat-
ic and free Iraq.

By LTC Harry J. Schute, Jr.

September 15, 2003

A Special Summer Camp

By Major Steven Katz

Mr. Akram Mayi had a dream.
He wanted to teach young
people of Iraqi Kurdistan about
freedom, democracy, civil
rights, and human rights in a
fun, innovative environment.
He dreamed of a summer
camp where boys and girls
could play and learn together
and expand their horizons.

Mr. Mayi is one of the founders
and leaders of The Civil Rights
Organization in Kurdistan, a
new organization formed
shortly after the end of the war.
It is based in Dohuk, and is
comprised of doctors, lawyers,
academics, and other intellec-
tuals and professionals. The
focus of its activities and
efforts are to promote civil
rights, human rights, and
democracy and is not affiliated
with any political party. It
hopes to open offices in Erbil
and Sulaymaniyah soon.

Mr. Mayi recognized the need
to educate the younger gener-
ation about the ideals and prin-
ciples of democracy, and
decided that one innovative
way of doing this would be
through a summer camp. In
the United States, an under-
standing of civil rights and
democracy by all citizens is
taken for granted. All school
children learn about these
rights and values from their
first days of school. In Iraqi
Kurdistan however, democra-
cy is still very young and frag-
ile, and its principles need to
be continually taught in order
to make this democracy a suc-
cessful and enduring one.

All that was needed to make
the camp a reality was $2,000.
To the soldiers of the 404th

Civil Affairs Battalion, this was
quite obviously an excellent
investment in Irag's future. In
just a few days, the money

was provided through the
101st  Airborne  Division's
Commander's  Discretionary
Fund.

Forty twenty
boys and twenty girls ranging
in age from 12 to 17, from var-
ious ethnic groups, attended
the camp for six days in
August. The goal of the camp
was to instill in the participants
"what freedom, democratic
education, civil rights, and
human rights are", with pro-
grams and presentations by
guest lecturers, most from the
University of Dohuk. The result
is forty young people who now
have a much greater under-
standing of democracy. They
now stand ready to become
future leaders in their commu-
nities and in Iraqi society.



A Tribute To Fallen Heroes
By Specialist Matthew O'Connell

"No greater sacrifice can a man make than to lay
down his life for his friends." If this axiom of west-
ern thought has any truth then the people of
Soran, in Iragi Kurdistan have seen more than
their fair share of greatness and experienced far
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On
August
26th, the
101st
Infantry
Division
along
i with  the
404th
Civil
Affairs
Battalion had the honor of assisting the families
of those who have been called upon to provide
the ultimate sacrifice for this beautiful land. In a
ceremony held in the town of Diyanah, District of
Soran, Irbil Governate, a cornerstone laying cer-
emony was held on land that will ultimately
become a housing complex for the widows of
Iragi Kurdish Peshmerga soldiers killed in battle
over the years fighting against the Ba'athist
regime of Saddam Hussein.

The Kurds have always seemed to be on the
wrong side of history, and have had to endure ter-
rible attrocities and crimes. The Peshmerga, a
collection of highly motivated fighters, was
formed to defend these brave people.

The 101st Infantry Division is demonstrating that
the Kurdish people now have a true and loyal
friend in America. One hundred homes built for
the widows of the Peshmerga fighters will be fin-
ished with the help of the 101st Division and the
404th Civil Affairs Battalion. $100,000 will be
spent to install modern sewage disposal systems
in all of the homes. For these women, these
homes will be a new beginning. These widows
and orphans who have sacrificed their husbands,
fathers, and their livelihoods will now have a safe
and secure place to live.

Mr. Rasheed Hussein Ahmed, the district leader
for Soran, is greatly pleased with the help he is
receiving for this project.. During the ground-

breaking ceremonies, Mr. Ahmed stated that this
project would have positive and long lasting eco-
nomic, political, and social ramifications. He
praised his "friends from the Coalition Forces"
and singled out for special recognition Major
General David Petraeus, Commander of the
101st Division, Brigadier General Jeffrey
Schloesser, Assistant Division Commander and
Lieutenant Colonel Harry Schute, Commander of
the 404th Civil Affairs Battalion.

Projects like these will help to cement the bonds
between the Iragi people and Coalition Forces,
leading Mayor Rasheed to say "We won't forget
the good job the American's have done for us." LT
COL Schute responded that he was pleased that
in the future "the laughter of children in these
homes will replace the sounds of guns on the bat-
tlefield," and hoped that peace should reign in
Iraq "as long as these mountains stand."

General Schloesser expressed his desire to see
the widows' homes completed to honor them and

their fallen
husbands. He
thanked the
Kurds and the
Peshmerga in
particular  for
their hard work
toward a free
and democrat-

ic lIrag and . o
wished the The views expressed in this newspaper

: n are solely those of its writers and edi-
gaq;] Kurds g tors and do not constitute official U.S
bntgt terf tan Government or Coalition Provisional

eter uture.

Authority policy.
You have our
thanks for your
support."
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An Interview with Mr. Sami Abduhl
Rahman, Kurdish Regional
Government Deputy Prime Minister
in Irbil and member of the
Preparatory Comnmittee for
Establishing The Constitution. Mr.
Abduhl Rahman was interviewed on
September 3, 2003.

Please describe the process by
which the Iraqgi constitution will be
written.

First, the Preparatory Committee,
which has been appointed by the
Governing Council, will develop a
process for writing a constitution.
This committee will recommend a
process by which the will of the Iraqi
people can be captured and turned
into a constitution.

The Committee is committed to exe-
cuting the intent of Article 3 of the
political statement of the Governing
Council, which stipulates "the estab-
lishment of the basis for a democrat-
ic, federal, pluralistic system, which
respects basic freedoms, freedom of
expression, human rights, Islamic
identity for the majority of the Iraqi
people, women's rights, strengthen-
ing of judicial authority and guaran-
teeing independence, and this can
only be achieved by beginning a
democratic process to establish a
permanent constitution for the coun-
try-ll

This process will include some form
of constitutional convention where
the delegates, representing all facets
of Iraqi society, will debate the issues
and write the constitution. This draft
constitution will then be circulated
among the people presented to them
for a vote of approval - a plebiscite.
Once the constitution is approved by
the people, it will be implemented,
and a new government will be elect-
ed.

How will the delegates to the
Constitutional Convention be cho-
sen?

The Preparatory Committee s
debating this issue this week, so |
don't yet know the final recommen-
dation, but | can share my ideas with
you. Naturally, the ideal and most
democratic way to do so would be to
have direct elections of delegates.
Given the lack of an accurate popu-
lation census and the security situa-
tion, such elections are not feasible
at the present time. A workable solu-
tion must therefore be found that
would result in fair representation for
the Iraqi people and that could be
executed in a reasonable timeframe.

One important consideration is to
ensure that there are enough dele-
gates with management and organi-
zational expertise to keep the

process moving forward and to
ensure that all voices are heard.
One way to do this would be to allo-
cate a certain number of seats to
each governate based on popula-

tion. The
Governing
Council
would
appoint these
delegates,
which might
total about
25.

Each gover-
nate would
then have
seats allocat-
ed for dele-

gates from each of its districts
(gazas) and district centers, based
on population. These delegates
would be elected by a group of com-
munity representatives that would
include religious leaders, represen-
tatives from professional organiza-
tions, labor unions, political parties
and women's organizations, tribal
leaders, university professors, mem-
bers of human rights organizations,
and other public figures and commu-
nity leaders. The selection of these
"electors” would also take into
account the religious and ethnic
diversity of the populations they rep-
resent, and special consideration
should be made for the elected par-
liament and administration in
Kurdistan.

The voting for delegates would be
open and well publicized, with much
information being discussed in the
media.

What qualifications should dele-
gates have?

I recommend only four qualifications:
that the delegate be at least 40 years
old; that they not have been mem-
bers of the former Ba'ath party or
any of its oppressive affiliates; that
they not have contributed to the
oppression of Iraqi citizens; and that
they be of good reputation and char-
acter.

How many delegates to the
Constitutional Convention will
there be?

In order to truly represent all of the
Iragi people, | think there should be
one for every 100,000 citizens, or
about 250 delegates. There should
be 10 to 15 electors for each dele-
gate, so the total number of commu-
nity leaders involved in the delegate
election would be 2,500 to 3,750.

How do you see individual rights
being protected under the new
constitution?

Individual rights and fundamental
human rights will be a very important
aspect of the new constitution and
must be at its core. These must be
guaranteed by the structure of the
new government and its laws.

Are there any other constitutions
around the world that provide les-
sons or example for Iraq?

There are common principles in
almost all federal democratic sys-
tems around the world that we
should draw from. Examples include
a two-house legislature, representa-
tion by both population (a lower
house, like the US Congress), and
by political and geographic area,
with fixed representation for each
state or governate. These govern-
ments all include a high court for
resolving disputes between the cen-
tral government and the states, and
for resolving other big issues. Most
also include parallel local govern-
ments in the states, with their own
elected representative legislatures.

The United States' Constitution has
allowed for a great deal of assimila-
tion of immigrant populations over
the years, and was designed to be
flexible while maintaining its funda-
mental principles. Other nations,
dominated by two or three majority
ethnic groups require a different sys-
tem. An example might be Belgium,
where the Flemish and Walloons,
two nationalities with different cul-
tures and three languages have very
autonomous states, with a third fed-
eral unit being the capital, Brussels,
which unites the country. Their con-
stitution, though adopted in 1831,
has been revised several times and
is quite modern. Another good
example might be Canada, where a
majority English-speaking nation has
accepted and embraced the minority
French-speaking language and cul-
ture of the Province of Quebec, with-
out diluting or changing the culture of
the rest of the country.

Q: Under a federal system, what
rights should be retained by the
states or regions?

The most important should be to be
able to control their own finance and
tax systems. States should each
have rights to a portion of the nation-
al oil wealth, although the oil should
be a national resource. The rev-
enues from oil sales should be dis-
tributed according to population.
Another important right would be to
keep the central government from
basing offensive military forces in a
state without the approval of the par-
liament.



The Sun

The United States Constitution

By Major James Bullion

The first of a series of articles
exploring various forms of govern-
ment around the world and the con-
stitutions that underlie them.

Every American soldier, as well as
every American government official,
including the President, take
an oath 'to support and defend
The Constitution of The United
States. They do not pledge

allegiance to the state, to a ==

general, to the government, or |
to the President, but to a 200- |
year-old document. Sk
What is this Constitution, and §
why is it so important? This is
the first of a series of articles
that will explore the founda-
tions and structure of demo- |
cratic government around the |
world, beginning with the '
United States Constitution.

The constitution of the United
States was approved in 1789, 13
years after the American
Revolution. It took that long to cre-
ate a short (only 10 pages) docu-
ment that all of the 13 states and
their citizens could agree on, but it
has withstood the test of time for
214 vyears, and has become a
model for democratic governments
around the world. It was not per-
fect, and has been amended 27
times to correct its flaws and to
reflect changes in American society.
The purpose of having a constitu-
tion is explained very efficiently in
the first sentence of the document:
"We the people of the United
States, in order to form a more per-
fect union, establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the gen-
eral welfare, and secure the bless-
ings of liberty to ourselves and our
posterity, do ordain and establish
this Constitution for the United
States of America."

It is important to note the first three
words: "We the people." The writ-
ers of the Constitution always kept
in mind that they were the repre-
sentatives of the people, creating a
document representing the will of
the people, and nothing more.
These words are followed by 6 rea-

a Senate

sons to have a constitution: To cre-
ate a more perfect (not perfect, but
more perfect) unification of the 13
states that existed then in a loose
affiliation; to provide justice for all
citizens and a system of laws; to
maintain internal stability by estab-

Signing of the U.S. Constitution, 1789

making; to create a military to
defend the country; to promote eco-
nomic opportunity; and to ensure
freedom - "the blessings of liberty."
How does this document achieve
these lofty goals? By being
detailed, specific, and clear.

The first Article establishes the
basic structure of the legislature,
the arm of the government that cre-
ates laws. Section 1 reads: "All leg-
islative Powers herein granted shall
be vested in a Congress of the
United States, which shall consist of
and House of
Representatives." Simple yet pow-
erful. This article explains exactly
how the Congress and the Senate
are to be elected, and for how long.
It even explains how they are to be
compensated, what special rights
they have, and how they can be
removed from office. Article | also
provides the operating rules of the
Congress and of the Senate, includ-
ing how laws are to be proposed
and approved.

Article one lists specific powers that
the legislature has, such as: print-
ing and borrowing money; estab-
lishing post offices; collecting taxes;
establishing a military and declaring
war. It also specifies actions that
are prohibited to the Congress,

including "No Title of Nobility shall
be granted by the United States,"
an important issue for a young
country that had just fought a war
against a powerful monarchy and
which wanted to establish the prin-
ciple of equality for all. Finally, it
explains what the states cannot do:
enter into treaties with other
nations, charge import or export
duties, maintain an army or navy
or engage in war.
Article Il explains the workings
of the Executive Branch - the
President. How he (she) is to be
elected, for how long, how he is
to be paid, and how he can be
removed from office. His specif-
ic powers are defined in this
section: to command the mili-
tary; to make treaties; to appoint
ambassadors, Supreme Court
judges and other national offi-
cials. Itis important to note that
these powers are limited by
requiring the "advice and consent
of the Senate." This limitation
exemplified an important element of
the Constitution: a balancing of
power between the legislature, the
president, and the courts. Another
example is the requirement that
proposed laws, after being written
and approved by the Congress and
the Senate, must be signed by the
President in order to become law.
Article Ill creates the judicial
branch, with all authority being
given to the Supreme Court and
other inferior courts that the
Congress may establish. It also
states an important principle of indi-
vidual rights: "The Trial of all
Crimes...shall be by Jury."
Article IV defines how the states
must interact with each other, how
new states may be formed, ensures
that the rights granted to citizens of
one state will be honored in every
other state, and guarantees that the

central government will protect
each state from invasion.
Article V describes how the

Constitution may be amended, a
very important clause, as it has
allowed the Constitution to continu-
ally reflect the will of the peopie as
it has changed over time.

Article VI declares the Constitution
to be the "supreme law of the

Continued on page 6



Solving A Hard Problem

By Major Tom Greco

One of the largest problems facing
Iraq is the shortage of building
materials for reconstruction. In par-
ticular, there is a severe shortage of
building cement in Northern Iraq.
Reconstruction of homes, bridges,
and roads, and other development
projects depend heavily on this
magical substance and are being
delayed by this shortage. Coalition
Forces, The Coalition Provisional
Authority, and  Sulaymaniyah
Governate are working together to
solve this problem. The solution is
to rehabilitate the Tasluja Cement
Factory. The Tasluja Cement
Factory is one of the largest and
most modern cement plants in the
country. Built by the German firm
Krupp Polysius in 1984, it has the
capacity to produce over 70,000
tons of building cement a month.
However, due to the embargo in the
Kurdish region since 1991, the fac-
tory has not had any replacement
parts in over 12 years. Currently
the plant is producing a small
amount of cement but it is in drastic
need of new parts. The Iraqi engi-
neering staff at the factory has done
an outstanding job of keeping the
plant operational throughout the
entire embargo period even with no
spare parts. The objective of this
joint rehabilitation and moderniza-
tion project is to achieve a 50%
increase in the current production of
cement. The increased supply will
lower prices of building cement
throughout the region. It will also
restore the supply of locally pro-
duced building materials and help
to decrease reliance on imported
goods from Iran and Turkey. Dr.
Barham Salah, the KRG Prime
Minister in Sullaymaniyah has pro-
vided a funding initiative to match
dollar for dollar any money spent by
the Coalition forces to rehabilitate
the factory. Coalition Forces have
committed $1.5 million for the proj-
ect, and the KRG government will
provide an equal amount.

A team of Iraq engineers from the
plant has been working with US
forces to identify all of the parts
needed for the factory. The plant
management has contacted over
100 parts suppliers to fill the needs
of the project. They have also con-
tacted the original design staff from
Krupp Polysius to come and visit
the plant. The Krupp Polysius team
will assist the plant engineering

staff in a further assessment of fac-
tory. This project is also a step to
reconnect lIragi industry with the
international business community.
December through February is the
period annually where production is
at its lowest due to bad weather and

In Sulaymaniyah governate there is
a lot of excitement over this project.
Increasing the supply of cement will
lower cement prices and improve its
availability. This will make houses,
offices, schools, and clinics cheaper
and easier to build for the citizens of

low demand for cement. It coin-
cides with the annual slowdown of
local construction in the winter.
The majority of the work will be con-
ducted in that period.

Northern Iraq. It will mean more

jobs, not only at the cement plant,
but also in all of the construction
industries that depend on this criti-
cal commodity.

By Major Carey Blake

The Gilkan Center Project, run by Millenium Relief and Development
Services, is making a tremendous difference in the lives of some of Erbil’'s
most needy women. At the Center, women aged 10 to 55, many of them
widows, learn litera- .

¢y, basic math and
health awareness.
They also learn mar-
ketable skills and
earn money by mak-
ing and selling
crafts. It is no exag-
geration to say the
project is changing
the lives of these
poor but talented, |
women. When the |
project first started |
back in 1998, it met |
in the homes of a |
few women in "
Gilkan, one of the poorest sections of Erbil. Over the years it has grown,
and now it operates out of a rented space in Gilkan. The students and
teachers of the center are devoted to it, and the project has a waiting list of
over 100 women who want to enter. MRDS wants to make the project self-
sufficient. It can rely on enthusiastic former students to do the teaching,
and it hopes to generate enough income through the sale of crafts to keep
the center going on its own. Then it will be able to open more centers
and enroll many more women, empowering them and helping their families.
One of the crafts the women at the center make is dolls dressed in authen-
tic, traditional Kurdish costumes. The dolls are beautiful and unigue, and
when MAJ Carey Blake saw them, she bought a couple and set them on
the shelf in the reception room of the 404th CMOC (Civil Military
Operations Center). The dolls were an instant hit with people visiting the
CMOC. Soldiers and others working in Kurdistan are captivated by the
people and their colorful native dress. They also want something to send
to their families back home, so it was not surprising when the request for
dolls started to come in quickly. When the soldiers of the 404th Civil Affairs
Battalion learned where the dolls came from, they were very impressed
with the worthwhile project, and wanted to support it. Several have visited
the center, and MAJ Blake is discussing ideas of how to work with the
Center to help it grow. Meanwhile, the dolls and other crafts are being dis-
covered by more people every day, who are happy to find such well-made
crafts and promote an excellent project at the same time.




Constitution Continued from page 4

swear an oath to support the
Constitution, and declares that
"no religious Test shall ever be
required as a Qualification to
any Office or public Trust under
the United States."

Finally, Aricle VIl describes
what is needed to ratify the
Constitution: 9 out of 13 states.
The Constitution was adopted
by a convention of the States on
September 17, 1787. Each
state then discussed and voted
on it. The ninth state needed for
adoption voted on June 21,
1788, with the last state voting
on January 10, 1791.
The first ten amendments to the
Constitution are called the "Bill
of Rights" and were adopted in
December, 1791. These
amendments guarantee the
most fundamental rights of citi-
zens, including:
* No state religion, freedom to
practice any religion, freedom of
speech and of the press, the
right to assemble, and the right
to ask the government to
address the people's com-
plaints.
* The right to bear arms,
* The right to refuse to have your
property searched without a
warrant.
* The right to a grand jury trial in
serious criminal cases, the right
hot to be tried twice for the same
charge, the right to refuse to tes-
tify against oneself, the right to
due process of law before any
punishment can be made and
the right not to have property
taken without compensation.
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¢ The right to a speedy and pub-
lic trial by a jury.

* No excessive bail, excessive
fines, or cruel and unusual pun-
ishments.

Other important amendments to
the Constitution are:

13 (1865): The abolition of slav-
ery.

15 (1870): The right of all men,
regardless of race, to vote.

16 (1913): The right to impose
taxes on income.

18 (1919): Prohibition on alco-
hol (Repealed by the 21st
Amendment in 1933)

19 (1920): The right of women
to vote.

26 (1971): The right to vote at
age 18.

A simple document, but built as
carefully as a fine clock, in which
each piece of machinery must
be carefully balanced so that the
whole may work together. The
powers of the government are
carefully balanced against one
another and all depend upon the
fundamental rights guaranteed
to each citizen. The
Constitution is deliberately diffi-
cult to amend, and amendments
may take several years to be
adopted, but that process allows
for important changes in society
to be incorporated if they stand
the arduous tests of the amend-
ment process. So it is to this
amazing document that we
swear allegiance, knowing that
its simple words have guaran-
teed freedom to generations of
immigrants from around the
world for 213 years.

The following note and poem were
contributed via email to the CPA web-
site:

| am a U.S. citizen of Iraqgi origin. |
was a college professor and Dean of
a college for many years in both
Baghdad, and Basrah, Iraq. | would
like to express our thanks and grati-
tude to the Coalition Forces for liber-
ating Iraq. We appreciate the won-
derful work the Coalition Provisional
Authority is doing. We do understand
it is not an easy task to rebuild Iraq,
yet we are certain of the outcome.
The following is one of my many
poems that | wrote following the liber-
ation of Baghdad:

IRAQ

Come fill the cup and drink the beer,
Baghdad is free, have no more fear.
The Ba'ath rule has been abolished,
And Saddam's statues, all demolished
Come celebrate, and give tribute,

To President Bush, whom we salute.
Come in unity and pray together,

Iraq Independent, and Free Forever.

Thank you,

Sami George Banarji
San Diego, California
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